
OUR VISION

Building 
Jewish Life



The JCC movement began in 

America in 1854, when the first 

Young Men’s Hebrew Association 

opened its doors in Baltimore as 

a cultural and benevolent society 

for German Jewish immigrants. 

As anti-semitism increased 

during the 19th century, more 

Jewish immigration led to the 

establishment of more JCCs. 

Alone, in a foreign country, 

surrounded by a strange culture, many Jews found 

solace in their local JCC, together with the confidence 

to begin a new life. The JCC movement helped these 

immigrants find their feet, and provided a place to be 

Jewish in a largely non-Jewish world. JCCs have played 

a key role in ensuring Jewish continuity over the last 

150 years.

Around the world today there are more than 1,100 

JCCs, where you can walk through the doors, receive 

a warm welcome and participate in a myriad of Jewish 

events. Sitting at the heart of their communities, each 

JCC is dedicated to celebrating Jewish life through 

cultural, educational, recreational and charitable 

activities. Most major cities are home to a JCC, but 

there is nothing comparable in London.
The JCC: a long standing movement 
throughout the world

The Manhattan JCC opened  
its doors in 2002

 The       
history  

of the 
jcc

We would like to congratulate the JCC for London 
on joining the family of Jewish Community Centres 
spread all over the world. Being part of the 
worldwide movement of JCCs means developing a 
stronger sense of Am Yisroel – one Jewish people. 
As you build your own local JCC, we invite you 
to develop worldwide Jewish connections and 
friendships.

Jerome Makowsky, Honorary President,  
World Confederation of Jewish Community Centres
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The JCC is like a table at which 
everyone can sit, no matter what their 
background, level of participation or 
Jewish ‘denomination’. But more than 
this, the JCC and what will take place 
within it has transformative potential.  
It will be enriching and enlivening for 
the whole Jewish community.

Dame Vivien Duffield DBE, Chairman,  
Clore Duffield Foundation



OUR VISION

Over 200,000 Jews live in 

London. We’re an incredibly 

diverse community: religious and 

secular, European and oriental, 

Londoners for generations and 

relative newcomers. We’re an 

amalgam of mini communities 

differentiated by one aspect or 

another, whose paths may rarely 

intersect.

We have synagogues, schools, 

centres of learning and playing 

fields. We have a rich cultural and educational tradition. What 

we do not have is a Jewish communal space in the capital 

where all Jews can feel equally at home, where we can embrace 

our differences and explore what binds us together. This is 

the goal of the JCC: to create an inclusive Jewish Community 

Centre that’s a gateway to all things Jewish, where Jews of every 

stripe, young and old, orthodox and secular, can encounter 

other Jews.

Our JCC will be modern, forward thinking and fun, filled with 

events and activities that invigorate Jewish life and turn up the 

Jewish volume. There will be something for everyone, from 

toddlers in the nursery school to the pension-drawing singing 

group ‘The Zimmers’. This JCC will be both British and Jewish, 

with that witty twist which we do best.

Through our programme of events and our spectacular 

community centre building, we aim to transform the Jewish  

lives of tens of thousands of Jews who live in London.

A JCC
TAILORED 

TO 
LONDON

It’s wonderful that there will be 
a JCC for London. It will be an 
extraordinary institution for the 
community as a whole. I could not 
be more vocal in my support for  
this project.

Professor Simon Schama,  
historian, author, broadcaster 



Hofesh Shechter Company  
The Other Seder at Wilton’s  
Music Hall

The JCC puts a  
spring in the step  
of Jewish life.



EVENTS  
that TOUCH
THOUSANDS
OF LIVES

Our programme



As a family, we already attend the JCC’s 
children’s events – they’re totally unique, 
Jewish in tone, but most of all fun. With its own 
building, the JCC will offer us so much more, 
and all under one roof. As my children grow, 
the JCC seems to grow with us!

Anna Turner



PROGRAMME  
OF firsts

The JCC’s programme embraces 

Arts, Culture, Debate, Food & Drink, 

Nightlife, Health & Fitness, and Family 

– all with a Jewish flavour, and in a 

Jewish context. We also take Social 

Action very seriously, helping those 

in need both within and outside the 

community. Thousands of people enjoy the 200 or so events we put on each year.

We try to create events that are different from anything else available. We throw 

birthday parties for trees (to celebrate the Jewish holiday of Tu B’Shvat).  

We teach people to bake challah with their children and teach children to make 

sushi for their parents. 

We commission dance, music and performance from emerging Jewish artists like 

Hofesh Schechter, Sophie Solomon and Joshua Sofaer. We promote discussion 

through our JCC Opinion Soup series – debating everything from “Can we speak 

freely about Israel?” to “The American election: which president would be better 

for the Jews?” We record a monthly podcast, Sounds Jewish, in association with 

The Guardian. 

We pride ourselves in putting on events that contain an element of fun, and which 

keep people guessing what might come next. But above all, we aim for quality. 

We produce work that stands alongside the best that London has to offer. 

We’re Jewish, but in a modern way – 
we aim to hold up a 21st century lens 
to all things Jewish, making everything 
accessible, relevant and contemporary.

Juliet Simmons, Creative Director, JCC for London



I can’t wait for the JCC to be built.  
It will be a cool place to hang out  

with my friends. I want to have  
my bar mitzvah there!

  Adam Bernstein, aged 8

JCC Event - Sushi Making for Children JCC Event - Slow Boat to Haifa

The JCC is for the young 
and the young at heart.

Jeffrey Wernick







A day in a life of the JCC: 
FROM EARLY MORNING…

08:30		  
Pilates: Studio II

09:00		  
Local Farmers Market Begins In    
the Piazza, Booths Open	

“Who Do You Think You Are?” 
Genealogy: Classroom I

Energise Aerobics:  Studio I

“Re-Entering the Workforce 
 (Geared Toward Mothers 
Dropping Off Children): 
Classroom II

10:00 		   
“Ballroom Stretch” for Older People: 
Multi-purpose Hall

Mother and Toddler Screening: Cinema

“Write Your Own Memoir”: Classroom I

Jewellery Making: Crafts Workshop

11:00 
Tai Chi: Studio I	

Stitch and Kvetch: Café/Bar

Challah Baking: Demonstration Kitchen

Hebrew: Classroom II

07:00		  
JCC Building Opens.

07:30		  
Drop Off for Nursery Begins  
Wake Up Yoga: Studio I

07:45		  
Café Opens for Coffee, Juice  
and Breakfast.  
Meetings Begin for Freelancers

07:30
Drop Off for Nursery Begins

08:30
Pilates: Studio II

11:00
Challah Baking: Demonstration Kitchen

10:00
 Jewellery Making: Crafts Workshop

12:00	 
Meet in Foyer For “Literary 
Hampstead” Walk

“Grow Your Own” Allotment 
Lecture and Demonstration: 
Piazza

Lunchtime Film in Cinema

“Stretch ‘N Grow” for Toddlers:  
Studio II

12:30 
Mentoring Programme  
(Social Action): Café/Bar

13:00 
Mid Day Nursery Pick Up

“Newspaper Lunch” for Older 
People: Multi-purpose Hall 

Circuit Training: Studio I

Hummus Making + Lunch: 
Demonstration Kitchen

Lunchtime Book Club: Café/Bar

Lunchtime Lecture: Classroom II

Engraving Class: Crafts Room

14:00		  
Meet in Foyer for Trip to Jewish 
Museum

Alzheimer’s Support Group:  
Meeting Room

Post Lunch Meditation:  
Studio II

12:00
Hampstead Literary Walk,  
meet in foyer

12:30
Mentoring Programme (Social Action): Café/Bar

13:00
Hummus Making + Lunch:  
Demonstration Kitchen

14:00
Meet in Foyer for Trip  
to Jewish Museum 



... UNTIL LATE AT NIGHT

15:00 
Osteoporosis Workshop:  
Meeting Room	

Tums and Bums: Studio I

Coping with Computers:  
Classroom I

15:30 
Intergenerational Tea with 
Jewish Care and Afternoon 
Nursery Children – Music and 
Performance:           
Multi-purpose Hall

16:00		  
Mini-Bus Arrives from Schools 
to Drop Off Children for After 
School

Homework Club: Classroom II 

DJ Workshop: Recording Studio

Book Binding: Crafts Room

17:00	 
Nursery Pick Up Begins

Children’s Tea Party to  
Celebrate Israel’s Birthday:  
Multi-purpose Hall

“Teen CuisinE/Healthy Junk 
Food”: Demonstration Kitchen

 

18:00		  
Early Evening Classic: Cinema

Dance Class: Studio I

Yoga Class: Studio II

“Cocktails With A Cause”:  
Café/Bar

18:15		  
“Jewish Words of Wit” Humour  
in the Novel: Classroom I

“Having a Voice” Speaking Out 
and Making a Difference in Politics: 
Classroom II

16:00
Homework Club: Classroom II

17:00
Children’s Tea Party to Celebrate 
Israel’s Birthday: Multi-purpose Hall

15:00
Coping with Computers: Classroom I

18:00
Yoga Class: Studio II

18:30		  
Nursery Closes

19:00		  
Dinner Date – Cooking Together: 
Demonstration Kitchen

Paint Your Own Jackson Pollock:  
Crafts Room

19:15		  
Drinks Reception for Film Debut:  
Multi-purpose Hall

19:30		  
Flamenco: Studio I

Men’s Aerobics: Studio II	

“Art Today, Tel Aviv”: Classroom I	

“Evaluate Your Carbon 
Footprint”(Social Action):  
Classroom II

20:00		  
Film Debut Followed by Directors 
Q&A: Cinema

Opinion Soup (Debate):  
Multi-purpose Hall

21:00		  
DJ And Drinks with My Single 
Jewish Friend” Café/Bar

23:00		  
Building Closes

19:00
Dinner Date – Cooking Together: 
Demonstration Kitchen

21:00
“DJ and Drinks with My Single 
Jewish Friend”: Café/Bar

18:15
“Having a Voice” Speaking Out  
and Making a Difference in Politics: 
Classroom II

19:15
Drinks reception for film debut:  
Multi-purpose Hall



The JCC is a truly exciting project.  
What could be better than working  
with a dynamic team to deliver an 
inspiring and inclusive programme,  
in a state-of-the-art, world-class 
building? We’re creating something  
that will be unique and long-lasting for 
the Jewish community and for London.

Nick Viner, Chief Executive, JCC for London 




